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From the Pen of Pastor Ben

TheWay of the Cross

From July 24-26 of this year | attended the Exo-
dus International Conference held in Orlando. Exo-
dus International’s purpose is to “encourage,
strengthen, unify and equip Christiansto minister the
transforming power of the Lord Jesus Christ to those
affected by homosexuality.” | went to the confer-
ence as a representative from Transforming Congre-
gations, aministry directed toward United Methodist
Churcheswho want to offer abiblical, Christ-centered
alternative to men, women and youth who struggle with relational brokennessre-
sultinginsexual sin.

One theme ran through the warp and woof of this gathering: the Way of the
Cross. Before attending the Exodus Conference | harbored an unarticulated, smug
assumption that | knew what it meant to follow the Crucified One upon the Way of
the Cross. However, as| listened to a message delivered by Andy Comiskey, the
Holy Spirit convicted me of my spiritual arrogance and said quite clearly: “You
know nothing of the way of the Cross! Do you see these men and women who die
daily to the desires and needs that seek to dominate and define them? They know
my Cross in away you will never know.” | have to admit that by the end of the
message | was openly sobbing with repentance.

| thought | had reached afairly respectable level of Christian maturity when |
arrived in Orlando. Less than twenty-four hours later | heard Christ speak the
samewordsto methat He had spoken to the self-satisfied, self-sufficient Laodicean
Church:

“You say, ‘| amrich; | have acquired wealth and do not need athing.’

But you do not realizethat you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.

| counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become

rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful naked-

ness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. Thosewhom | lovel

rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent” (Revelation 3:17-20)

Exodus was a transforming experience for mein that God opened my eyesto
just how trifling and shallow my own identification with the Cross of Jesus had
become.

TheWay of the Crossis central to what it meansto be atransformed follower
of Jesus Christ. Our Lord himself declared that following him upon theway of the
Cross was the essential mark of being a disciple:

Then Jesus said to hisdisciples, “1f anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me.” (Matthew 16:24)

St. Paul exemplifies the heart cry of the disciple when he exclaims:

I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fel-
lowship of sharingin hissufferings, becoming like himin hisdeath, and so,
somehow, to attain to the resurrection fromthedead. (Philippians3:10-11)
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Do you have kids, grades 6-8 that
areinterested in coming to agreat youth
group with kids their own age? If you
do, call Sue or Mike Todd at 425-6443.
We meet on most Sunday nights from
6:30t0 8:00 or 8:30.

Thisfall weare planning on going to
Pilgrimage whichisaweekend event for
M ethodist youth groupsfrom all around
the state. They invite guest speakersthat
give small sermons on everyday things
from a Christian point of view from dat-
ing to getting confirmed. That takesplace
on a Friday night and Saturday. Satur-
day evening they have a concert. Last
year the group was “Petra’, a Christian
80’'s and 90's group and they were re-
ally awesome! Sunday morning thereis
aworship service for the youth. We al-
ways have a great time! We are work-
ing on getting dates and times, sched-
uled out.

Wewent bowling recently and it was
so much fun. Mr. Mike got 4 strikesin a
row! WOW!

Hope to see you soon!

Homeschooling?

Does your family homeschool ? We
arestarting asmall support group for the
homeschooling families of Cornerstone.
We are exploring some ideas for afew
group activitiesfor the upcoming school
year. The moms also get together every
few weeks for breakfast on a Saturday
to give encouragement and support to
each other.

If this sounds like something you
might be interested in, contact Lisa
Sharpe at 868-6991 for moreinfo.
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Here is the truth we embrace when
we accept Jesus Christ: when it comes
to human existence, biblical transforma-
tion is not about therapy. It isabout dy-
ing. Specifically, our transformation
comes about through dying and rising
again with Christ. Thereisno other op-
tionin God'seconomy. Thereisno“Plan
B.” We cannot “manage”’ our broken-
ness through creative forms of rehabili-
tation and trendy treatments. We have
todie.

My experience at Exodus affirmed
my belief that those who struggle with
sexual sin and relational brokenness in
the Church today are uniquely positioned
to challenge the shallow, vapid, Cross-
less Christianity that seems to dominate
the Body of Christ in the western world.
Those who are daily dying to the power
of same-sex attraction and sexual addic-
tion have the potential to be a prophetic
voice to the Church. The Way of the
Cross challenges believers from the lib-
era and permissive enclavesof themain-
line denominations, to the entertainment
and consumer oriented pseudo-spiritual -
ity that runs through much of the evan-
gelica community.

Ultimately, the life defined by the
Crossisone of self-surrender to the will
of God. It begins with the crisis of
Gethsemanewhen wewrestle, along with
Jesus, with the choices before us: Tofol-
low thewill of the Father and go theway
of the Cross or to take the path that keeps
our wants and desires intact. In that

moment we are given the outrageous
freedom to choose to lose our lives or
save our lives. The paradox is that if
we take the way that seems to protect
the self weultimately lose our lives. Yet
if we take the path that leads towards
the Crosswe gain alife that transcends
anything we ever hoped to experience.

Much-loved Christian apologist and
author, Peter Kreeft, eloquently unfolds
this truth when he writes:

“Thy will, not mine, bedone’ isnot
only the hardest thingwecando (thatis
what sin has done to us), but it is also
the most joyful and liberating thing we
can do (that is what grace has offered
us). A trillion experiments have proved
one point over and over past all doubt:
that whenever we aim at happiness as
if we were God, by exerting our power
and control, we end up in unhappiness,
whether we get the thing we wanted or
not. For if we get it, we are bored; and
if we do not, we are frustrated. But
whenever we become nothing, become
utterly weak, whenever we say and
mean with our whole heart, “ Not my will
but thine be done,” we find the greatest
happiness, joy, and peace that is ever
possible in this world. Yet despite the
trillionsof experimenta confirmations of
this truth, we keep trying other experi-
mentswith happinessoutside of God and
outside of submission to God, thereby
repeatedly selling our birthright of joy.
In other words, we are insane. Sin is
insanity. [Peter Kreeft, “How Doesthe
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Cornerstone Small Groups

Mon. Women'sBible Study ......... Joy Semrad ......cceeveiennne 867-6786
Wed. Night Bible Study ............... Richard Upchurch............ 424-4164
CBS (Corner. Bible Sudy) .......... Ben Sharpe .....ccccoeevvinee 868-5686
Friday Night Fellowship............... John & AntoniaBan ........ 860-3470
United Methodist Men.................. Steve Kublank.................. 424-1757
Senior HighYouth ... Brian & Christyn Hahn....480-0603
Junior HighYouth .........cccccceeees Mike & Sue Todd ............ 425-6443
KidSMInNiStry .....ccooveveieninienienns MelindaAlleyne............... 764-9083

Weakness of the Cross Make Us
Strong?’]

The way of the Cross leads from
Gethsemane to Calvary where there is
theanguish of total salf-surrender to God.
In Andy Comiskey’s presentation onthe
morning of July 25" he told the story of
ayoung woman who had returned to the
process of seeking transformation after
years of an intense |leshian relationship.
Herelated that, as this woman began to
pour her life out to God in prayer, she
was wracked with such agony that she
looked like shewasdying. Andy paused
and then said, “ Shewas dying!”

But here isthe Good News: Itisin
such moments of death to our own deep-
est, most broken selves, that wearetruly
transformed into the image of Jesus
Christ! Sinceour Friend and Savior has
aready pioneered the Way of the Cross
before us, our own Golgothabecomesa
place of unimaginable sweetness be-
causeitisat that point we become most
intensely united with Jesus Christ. The
Crosswasthe moment of agonizing deso-
lation and abandonment for Jesus, but
for us it is the moment of reunion and
deep communion. Praise God!

The Way of the Cross leads from
the joyful anguish of Calvary to the un-
diluted triumph of the empty tomb. We
share in Christ’s own exaltation when
we pass, with him, through our own little
crucifixionsto the gloriousresurrection.
Moreover, the transforming power we
need to livein victory over sinflowsdi-
rectly from surrendering ourselvesinthe
Cross. St. Paul testified to thisreality in
hisown lifewhen he poured out hisown
struggles.

But [theLord] saidto me, “My grace
is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore
| will boast all themore gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may
rest on me. That iswhy, for Christ’ssake,
| delight in weaknesses, in insults, in
hardships, in persecutions, indifficulties.
For when | am weak, then | am strong.
(2 Corinthians 12:9-10)

We long to go immediately to the
victory of Easter without our own Good

Continued on page 4



The Sign of the Cross

You will occasionally seethe pastor or members of the congregation make the sign of
the cross during certain timesin the service. Thisisacompletely voluntary act that some
feel enhancestheir worship of God, while othersfind quite alien and unnecessary. For the
latter thisis an unusual practice that we do not associate with United Methodist worship.
However, the redity isthat many Protestants (L utherans and Anglicansin particular) en-
gageinthishistoric act of Christian devotion. Also agrowing number of Christianswithin
the Methodist tradition are embracing long-neglected worship practices that reach deep
into therich tradition of historic Christianity. You may or may not beinclined to employ the
sign of the cross during worship. However, it is still agood ideato know why and when
some Christians use the sign of the cross.

Early Christians made use of the sign of the cross as a means of blessing oneself,
beginning and ending a prayer, and in devotions associated with the Holy Trinity. One
practice for the faithful was, upon rising in the morning, to begin their daily prayersin the
name of the Trinity and sign themselves with the cross at the same time. Thisis till a good
devotiond practice that many Christians put to good use.

Holding the thumb and first two fingerstogether (threefingersfor the Holy Trinity, two
fingers for the two natures of Christ) and touching the forehead, the breastbone, the left
and then the right shoulders makesthe sign of the cross. Some Christians complete making
the sign of the cross by bringing their hand to rest over their heart, asasign of how Christ
is at the heart of their being.

There are many times during the Service of Worship when it is appropriate to cross
onesdlf:

At the beginning of the Service when the Pastor opens the time of worship
in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - this demonstrates that we have
assembled in the name of the Triune God,

» When the reading from the Gospel is announced. This particular signation
is done one of two ways. In some places the people make the traditional sign of
the cross, but the more common form is to use the right thumb to make a small
crosson theforehead, thelips and the heart, with the silent prayer intention being
“God be in my thoughts, my words and my heart to believe your Holy Gospel”;

* At the end of the Nicene Creed at the words “and we look for the resurrec-
tion of the dead” because it is through the cross of Christ that the resurrection
has become aredlity for us;

» After the Confession, when the Pastor announces God's forgiveness for
sin, as the Pastor makes the sign of the cross over us, in acknowledgment of
God'sforgiveness,

*At the “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord “ during the
Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) because we give thanksfor Jesus coming to usasour
Lord and Savior;

* During the Eucharistic Prayer many people cross themselves at the eleva-
tion of the Eucharistic elements. Thisisin thanksgiving for the presence of our
Lord Jesus Christ in the sacrament;

* At the point in the Eucharistic Prayer in which we ask God to send His
Holy Spirit upon His people (“Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and
on these gifts of bread and wine.”);

» When receiving communion, making the sign of the cross just before we
consume the Sacrament and again immediately afterward,;

* At the final blessing, in thanksgiving for what God has done for usin the
Service of Worship as we prepare ourselves to go into the world, declaring His
truth.
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Experiencing God’s Presents
Thechurchisnot abuswhere one person doesthedriving. It'slikean anthill, where everyoneworks.

J.I. Packer

Is every believer guar-
anteed at least one spiri-

tual gift?
—Tracie N. Moore,
Springfield Gardens, New York

The short answer is yes—at least
one, perhaps more. But let us be clear
what we are talking about. What are
spiritual gifts? None of the New Testa
ment passagesthat speak of them (Rom.
12:3-8; 1 Cor. 12-14; Eph. 4:11-16; 1 Pet.
4:10-11) define them. Since these pas-
sages all come from letters to churches
where gifts were aready in use,

Among the variety of God's gifts,
some are natural abilities and character
qualities sanctified, while others corre-
spond to nothing that was previoudly seen
inthe person’slife. That the gift isfrom
theHoly Spiritismoreevident inthelat-
ter case than in the former, but the real -
ity isthat all our capacitiesfor express-
ing Christ are spiritual gifts. By means
of them, Christ from his throne uses us
as his hands, feet, and mouth, even his
smile, and speaks, meets, loves, saves,
and sustains.

As the test of whether you are a

and the only question waswhether
they were being used well, that
need not surprise us. But con-
structing adefinitionisnot hard.

Giftsare manifestations of the
Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:4-11), given
to build up the church (12:7, 14:4)
and theindividuals withinit. It is
only through Christ, in Christ, and
by learning and responding to
Christ that anyoneisever edified.
Therefore, gifts should be defined
in terms of him—as powers of
expressing, celebrating, displaying,
and obeying Christ. Giftscommu-
nicate hisreality through word or
action in service of God and oth-
ers (fellow believers and non-
Christianstoo).

Giftsvary. Thereare gifts of speech
and of Samaritanship; Paul’s flitting to
and fro between thetwo kindsin hisgift
lists(Rom. 12:6-8; 1 Cor. 12:8-10) shows
that thereis no scale of values attached
to them. There is no pecking order be-
tween helping, serving, giving, adminis-
tering, encouraging, and being kind, on
the one hand, and preaching, teaching,
leading, and exhorting, on the other, let
alonesuch “sign-gifts’ ashealing, speak-
ing intongues, and interpreting tongues.

The key truth is that in the church,
which is one body in Christ, we're al
members—that is, body parts of Christ,
and, in him, of each other.

E can do

all things
through

me.

leader or teacher is that others follow
you or learn from you, so the test of
whether you areexercising aspiritua gift
is that people in the church feel the in-
fluence of Christ through what you say
and do. Natural abilities, however spec-
tacular, are not spiritual gifts as such,
whereas diffident clumsiness of word
and gestureisno sign that aspiritual gift
isnot in action.

That theindwelling Holy Spirit im-
partsto every Christian believer at least
one gift appears both from Paul’simage
of thebody growing toward thefull stat-
ureof Christ, itshead, “when [and clearly
only when] each part is working prop-
erly” (Eph. 4:16), and from hisemphatic
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strengthens

declaration: “To each isgiven the mani-
festation of the Spirit for the common
good” (1 Cor. 12:7, cf. 11). It is plain
that every-member ministry inthe body
of ChristisPaul’s, and therefore Christ's
own, ideal.

The church is not to be like a bus,
where passengers sit quietly and let
someone else do thedriving, but like an
anthill, where everybody isat work. Not
everyone who thus ministers will be a
church officer, nor will the service they
render always be appreciated. But just
as every hit of that fabulous complex,
the human body, hasajobto do, so
it iswith each of uswho believe.

How can Christians identify
their own gift or gifts? By trying
themselves out in paths of service
that attract them, or that others,
who know themwell enoughtodis-
cern their potential, urge upon
them. The presence or absence of
a gift will quickly become appar-
ent.

When, as sometimes happens,
all attention focuses on the spec-
tacular “sign-gifts’ that, over and
above their benefit to the church,
specifically authenticated the
apostles persona ministry, thetruth
about giftsis skewed. God seems
to have given some renewal of
“sgn-gifts’ inrecent years(though some
doubt this), but it isclear that, asin New
Testament times, not all Christians be-
come channels of these manifestations
(seel1Cor. 12:29-30). Most aregiftedin
less eye-catching and more unobtrusive
ways.

Paul told the Corinthiansto seek the
best gifts. Other things being equal, the
best gifts will always be those that ex-
press most love and do most good to
most people.

J.I. Packer is Board of Governors
Professor of Theology at Regent Col-
lege and an executive editor of Chris-
tianity Today. Copyright Christianity
Today 2003.

Philippians 4:13
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
I I I S I I
1 2 3 Noon Prayer 4 5 6
Pastor’'s Day Off Group Friday Night
Women's Bible Fellowship
Sudy 7:00
| P I I I I
7 Cornerstone | 8 9 10 Noon Prayer n 12 13
Pizza Sunday @| Pestor’s Day Off Group Friday Night
TwoBrothers! | Women'sBible Fellowship 7:00
Study
| P I I P I
14 15 16 17 Noon Prayer 18 19 20
Council Mg 7:00 |\ en'sBible Fellowship 7:00
Study
| P I I I I
21 22 23 24 Noon Prayer | 25 26 27
Pastor’s Day Off Group Friday Night
Women's Bible Fellowship
Sudy 7:00
| P I I I I
28 29 30 1 Noon Prayer 2 3 Friday Night | 4
Pastor’s Day Off Group Fellowship 7:00
Women'sBible Study
| P I I I I
5 6 7 8 NoonPrayer | 9 10Friday Night | 11
Cornerstone | Pastor’s Day Off Group Fellowship 7:00
PizzaSunday | Women'sBible
Study
| P I I I I
12 13 14 15 Noon Prayer | 16 17 18
Church Council | Pastor’sDay Off Group Friday Night
Meeting 7:00 Women'sBible Fellowship 7:00

Study

There's always something happening at Cornerstone!
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From the Pastor RECIPE FOR A HAPPY HOME

Continued from page 4 4 cups of LOVE
Friday passion. But thisisnot God'sway. Itisonly whenwe 5 spoons of HOPE

follow Christ through those moments of soul-sundering acts 2 cups of LOYALTY
of radical obediencethat God exalts us and makes us partici- 2 spoons of TENDERNESS
pantsin Christ’sown glory: 3 cups of FORGIVENESS
And being found in appearance asaman, [Jesus] humbled 4 quarts of FAITH
himself and became obedient to death—even death on across! 1 cup of FRIENDSHIP
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him 1 barrel of LAUGHTER
the name that is above every name.... (Philippians 2:8-9) Takeloveand loyalty, mix inthoroughly with faith. blend

May God grant usthe graceto faithfully taketheWay of it with tenderness, kindness and understanding. Add friend-
the Cross so fully that we experience thisresurrection exalta- - shipand hope; sprinkle abundantly with laughter. Bakeit with
tion poured out through our surrendered, transformed lives. ~ sunshine. Servedaily with generous helpings.

TheU in JesUs

Before U were thought of or time had begun, God even stuck U in the name of His Son.
And each time U pray, you'll seeit’strue You can't spell out JesUs and not include U.
You're a pretty big part of His wonderful name, For U, He was born; that’s why He came.
And His great love for U is the reason He died.
It even takes U to spell crUcified.
Isn't it thrilling and splendidly grand Herose from the dead, with U in His plan?
The stones split away, the gold trUmpet blew, and thisword resUrrection is spelled with a U.
When JesUs left earth at His upward ascension, He felt there was one thing He just had to mention.
“Go into theworld and tell them it'strue That | lovethem all - Just like | love U.”
So many great people are spelled with aU, Don’t they have aright to know JesUs too?
It al depends now on what U will do, He'd like them to know, But it al starts with U.
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