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JOY TO THE WORLD
The very next day after Thanksgiving, people are driving the many ample places available for

shopping. From that day on until the end of the year, Christmas carols are everywhere, including my
mother’s nursing home. The calendar of most churches is occupied with enormous programs and
activities. This is the season of joy. Why?

Joy comes from the birth of Jesus Christ. Have you ever been in a very dark tunnel that has a dim
light at the end of it? If you were in this situation, you had great hope and joy. Likewise, when people
were under the Law of Moses, there was no hope to be saved by the law. They were in darkness. When
Jesus was born people began to see the light that they would have salvation with him, in him, and through
him. That is why we have joy in our hearts. Without that joy our shopping is meaningless, hopeless, and
helpless.

However, countless people think they are joyful. But many people are confused
between joyfulness and happiness. Christ Jesus gives us joyfulness that dwells in our
heart and soul and it does not change by circumstances. Happiness comes from the
world, which can be changed by circumstances and environment. As you go
shopping, what do you have - Joyfulness or happiness?

Joy comes from the belief of Immanuel, God is with us. The Old
Testament indicates that God is transcendent. But the transcendence of God is in
us, with us, and among us. What a blessing! The incarnation of God into Jesus
Christ causes us to have a great joy - that is why we celebrate Jesus’ birth.

Joy comes from the anticipation of His coming again. Jesus was crucified, died and rose from the
dead and said that he will come back again. We Christians expect to see Jesus Christ’s coming again.
Even though we are struggling here on earth to keep our faith and have trials and tribulations, when he
comes back, Jesus will wipe our tears away and console us with his comforting words.

So what do we do? About three hundred years ago, Isaac Watts, a Christian writer, wrote “Joy to
the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him room.” As you go
shopping for your loved ones, please prepare for a room where Jesus comes in! Merry Christmas to you
all! Pastor Kong S. Namkung

PRAISE GOD FOR CHRISTMAS BY JOSEPH BAYLEY

Praise Him for the incarnation,
for the word made flesh.
I will not sing of shepherds
watching flocks on frosty nights,
or angel choristers.
I will not sing of a stable bare in Bethlehem,
or lowing oxen,
wise men trailing star with gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.
Tonight I will sing praise to the Father
who stood on heaven's threshold






